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Collection Overview

Title: Wilmington Area Business and Industry Collection
Dates: 1884-2019
ID: WBI
Primary Creator: Wilmington Historical Society (Calif.)
Extent: 4.42 linear feet
Arrangement: Arranged at the collection level, alphabetically by name of company.
Forms of Material: Documents, ephemera, objects, photographic materials,
Language of materials: English

Abstract

The Wilmington Area Business and Industry Collection documents the history of commercial
and industrial companies doing business in the city of Wilmington, California between 1884 and
2019. The collection consists of a wide variety of paper records, photographs, and objects
related to retail stores, manufacturing companies, banking and financial institutions, fishing and
petroleum industries, restaurant and hospitality industries, recreation, leisure, and more.

Scope and Contents

The Wilmington Area Business and Industry Collection documents the history of commercial
and industrial companies doing business in the city of Wilmington, California between 1884 and
2019. The collection consists of a wide variety of paper records, including brochures and
pamphlets, flyers, advertisements, historical sketches, newspaper clippings, correspondence,
administrative records, postcards, newsletters, and reports. Photographs include exterior and
interior images of businesses, aerial views, and people associated with individual companies.
The collection also contains promotional objects, such as matchbooks, pens, ashtrays, clothes
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hangers, keychains, playing cards, glasses and mugs, and other types of giveaway items. The
collection is arranged alphabetically by the name of the company.

Subjects/Access Terms
Creators

Organization Name:
Wilmington Historical Society (Calif.)

Subject Headings
Topical Term(s):

Commercial products--California
Petroleum products
Retail trade--California--Los Angeles
Transportation--California--Los Angeles County

Geographic Name(s):
Los Angeles County (Calif.)
Wilmington (Los Angeles, Calif.)

Documentary forms:
Documents
Ephemera
Maps
Objects
Photographic materials

Administrative Information

Processing Information: Holli Teltoe, 2023-2024

Processing of this collection is made possible by generous donations from Marathon Petroleum
Corporation, Wilmington Neighborhood Council, Fast Lane Transportation, I.L.W.U. Credit Union,
Russell and Laura Mohberg, and Lendistry.

Conditions Governing Use: Copyright for unpublished materials authored or otherwise
produced by the creators of this collection has not been transferred to the Wilmington
Historical Society. Transmission or reproduction of materials protected by U.S. Copyright Law
beyond that allowed by fair use requires the written permission of the copyright owners. Works
not in the public domain cannot be commercially exploited without permission of the copyright
owners. Responsibility for any use rests exclusively with the user.

Conditions Governing Access: The collection is open for research use.

Preferred Citation: Wilmington Area Business and Industry Collection. Wilmington Historical
Society.

Acquisition: This collection has been acquired and assembled by the Wilmington Historical
Society from a variety of sources. The sources and dates of acquisition are unknown.
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Collection Contents

Box 1
Folder 1: Ambassador Hotel, ca. 1950-ca. 1959, 1988

Folder 2: Ambassador’s Automotive

Folder 3: American Plant Growers, Inc., 1990

Folder 4: Army Navy Store

Folder 5: Ashbridge Boat Factory, 1933

Folder 6: Avalon Barber Shop

Folder 7: Avalon Fishing, ca. 1953

Folder 8: Avalon Jewelers

Folder 9: Avalon Lock & Safe

Folder 10: Avalon Motor Company

Folder 11: Avalon Savings and Loan, 1959, 1969

Folder 12: Avalon Theatre, 1947-1950

Folder 13: Banco Popular, 1998

Folder 14: Bank of America, 1991

Folder 15: Barnard’s Laundry

Folder 16: Bay Drive-In Market

Folder 17: The Beacon, 1949

Folder 18: Beacon Drug, 1923

Folder 19: Bekins Moving and Storage, 1989

Folder 20: Bemis Bags

Folder 21: Bill Stech Buick

Folder 22: Billy Boy Children’s Wear

Folder 23: Birrieria Tepechi Family Restaurant, 1990

Folder 24: Blackburn’s Sporting Goods, ca. 1950
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Folder 25: Bob and George’s Market, ca. 1950

Folder 26: Brownie’s Service Garage, 1994

Folder 27: Caldwell’s Department Store, 1948, 1956

Folder 28: California Diesel & Equipment, Inc., 1989

Folder 29: California Graphics

Folder: 30 California Sulphur Co., 1997-1999

Folder 31: California Yacht Club, 1923-1924, 1990, 1999

Folder 32: Carl’s Market, 1959

Folder 33: Carl’s Motor Company

Folder 34: Carson Estate Company, 1989, 1992

Folder 35: Catalina Island Boat Service

Folder 36: Central Body Works, 1922, 1924, 1989

Folder 37: Central Garage, 1954, 1989

Folder 38: Chet Martin’s Auto Parts, 1946

Box 2
Folder 1: The Chowder Barge, 1991

Folder 2: Church’s Market

Folder 3: Coast Fisheries, 1952, 1956, 1975, 1989-1999

Folder 4: Complete Auto Upholstery, 1989

Folder 5: Consolidated Steel Corp., LTD, 1943-1946

Folder 6: Cove Bowl, 1989

Folder 7: Crescent Inn

Folder 8: Crest Motel, 1959

Folder 9: Curries Ice Cream, Candy, Bakery, 1949

Folder 10: Deconhil Shipping Co.

Folder 11: Denni Corporation, 1996

Folder 12: Diesel Control Corp., 1968,1981
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Folder 13: Don Hotel, 1929, 1988, 1995, 2000

Folder 14 The Don Restaurant

Folder 15: Dr. Shine Truck Wash

Folder 16: Edwin Barrett, Public Accountant-Notary Public, 1956, 1958

Folder 17: Emil L. Menveg & Co.

Folder 18: Ensco West, Inc., 1993-1994

Folder 19: Estrada Bakery, ca. 1940-ca. 1949, 1999

Folder 20: Etucuaro Novelties, 1989

Folder 21: Exxon, 1975

Folder 22: F. P. Newport Co.

Folder 23: Family Federal Credit Union, 2003

Folder 24: Fashion Pants Shop

Folder 25: Fast Lane Transportation

Folder 26: Fellows & Stewart, 1925, 1947-1949, 1957-1958, 1964

Folder 27: Ferguson’s Marine Specialties, 1989

Folder 28: First National Bank of Wilmington, 1999

Folder 29: Fleming & Weber Co., 1927, 1941

Folder 30: Floyd Rolf’s Sporting Goods, 1950

Folder 31: Food 4 Less, 1999

Folder 32: Ford Motor Company, 1930-1931

Folder 33: Foster’s Freeze

Folder 34: Frank’s Cafe

Folder 35: Fred Gledhill Chevrolet

Folder 36: Frederick Insurance Service

Folder 37: Front View Cabaret, 1988

Folder 38: Frontier Bank, 1993, 1995
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Folder 39: Gas & Tire Market

Folder 40: Glen’s for Men, 1350 West, 1988

Folder 41: Good Buick, 1999

Folder 42: Gordon’s Rug and Upholstery Cleaners

Folder 43: Granada Theatre, 1938, 1993, 1998

Folder 44: Greenwald Motors, 1935

Folder 45: The Guardian Private Security, 1994

Folder 46: HAL Manufacturing

Folder 47: Harbor Belt Line Railroad, 1977

Box 3
Folder 1: Harbor Branch Wholesale Market,1915

Folder 2: Harbor Furniture Sales, 1961

Folder 3: Hiuka America Corporation, 1992

Folder 4: Holland Hotel, 1989

Folder 5: Hugo Neu-Proler, 1994, 1996

Folder 6: Island Yacht Anchorage, 1994

Folder 7: IT Corporation, 1979

Folder 8: J. M. Costello Supply Company, 1989

Folder 9: Jay’s Gas

Folder 10: Juanita’s Foods, 1993-1996, 2005

Folder 11: Konoike-Pacific (California), Inc., 1993

Folder 12: La Familia Health Center, 1991

Folder 13: La Fuente Restaurant, 1989

Folder 14: Long Beach Yellow Cab

Folder 15: Los Angeles Harbor Industrial Center, 1974

Folder 16: Los Angeles Harbor Industrial Center, 1989, 1992

Folder 17: Louisiana Sea Foods, Inc., 1998
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Folder 18: Magana, Cathcart, McCarthy & Perry, Attorneys at Law

Folder 19: Mama’s Kitchen

Folder 20: Marbella Travel Agency, 1989

Folder 21: Margo & Manny’s Home Cookin’ & Pies

Folder 22: Market Basket, 1990

Folder 23: Marlow & Azar Home Appliances & T.V., 1950, 1981

Folder 24: Martin’s Auto Parts, 1947, 1989

Folder 25: Martin’s Shoe Repair, 1989

Folder 26: Mason Cleaners

Folder 27: Matson Navigation Company, Inc., 1940, 1946, 1981-1989

Folder 28: Maya Mexican Restaurant, 1998

Folder 29: McNerney Mortuary, 2000

Folder 30: Metropolitan Stevedore Co., ca. 1960-ca. 1969, 1973, 1989

Folder 31: Mila’s Auto

Folder 32: Min-Marine & RV Center, 1989

Folder 33: Mobil Oil Corporation

Folder 34: Modern Cleaners

Folder 35: Modern Food Market

Folder 36: Modern Muffler

Folder 37: Monterey Inn

Folder 38: Montgomery’s Cleaners & Pressers

Folder 39: National Metal & Steel, 1948

Box 4
Folder 1: Neno’s Pizza

Folder 2: North Star Liquors, 1962

Folder 3: The Nuthouse
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Folder 4: O. T. O. Tire Master, 1989

Folder 5: Pacific Molasses

Folder 6: Pacific Pipeline System, Inc. 1993-1997

Folder 7: Pacific Steamship Company, 1918

Folder 8: Parks Service Stations

Folder 9: Paul R. Briles, Inc. 1966 March 10

Folder 10: Phillips Petroleum/Conoco, 2002

Folder 11: Perolla Vegetable Oil Company

Folder 12: Persian Room

Folder 13: Philipo’s Pizza & Pasta

Folder 14: Port Cafe, 1988-1989

Folder 15: Porthole Cafe Deli

Folder 16: Potential Industries

Folder 17: Pyle’s Photo Shop

Folder 18: Ranch Market

Folder 19: Rapid Shoe Repair

Folder 20: Riviera Convertible Sofa

Folder 21: Riviera Motel

Folder 22: Roehl Disposal Corporation, 1989, 1996

Folder 23: Rossman Mill & Lumber Co., 1950

Folder 24: San Chez Used Cars

Folder 25: Santa Catalina Island Company, 1991-1997

Folder 26: Sav-On Drugs, 1989-1990

Folder 27: Security First National Bank

Folder 28: Service Annex Check Cashing Center, 1998

Folder 29: Shell Oil Company, 1950
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Folder 30: So-Luminaire Daylighting Systems Corp., 1995

Folder 31: Speed Way Auto Parts, 1970, 1975

Folder 32: S.S. Tango Pleasure Ship

Folder 33: Star-Kist Tuna, 1963

Folder 34: Tesoro Logistics

Folder 35: Texaco, 1982, 1996

Folder 36: Thrifty Drugstore, 1991

Folder 37: Title Guarantee and Trust Co. (Title Insurance and Trust Co.), 1937

Folder 38: Todd Shipyards Corporation, 1958

Folder 39: Tom’s #1 Burger

Folder 40: Tosco Refining Company, 1997-2001

Folder 41: Tots to Teens, 1948

Folder 42: U-Pick-Em Auto Parts

Folder 43: Ultramar Refining

Folder 44: Unidentified Businesses

Box 5
Folder 1: Union Oil, 1936, 1947-1948, 1988

Folder 2: United Checker Cab

Folder 3: United Fruit Company

Folder 4: Uniworld Communications, 1984

Folder 5: Unocal/76, 1991-1997

Folder 6: U.S. Borax, 1983, 2019

Folder 7: Valero Energy Corporation, 2003

Folder 8: Van Camp Seafood Company-Chicken of the Sea, 1911-1912, 1964

Folder 9: Vegetable Oil Products, Inc., 1957, 1961

Folder 10: Villa Market

Folder 11: W. E. Eaton Richfield Service, 1950
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Folder 12: Western Union, 1938

Folder 13: Wheelhouse Cafe

Folder 14: Wholesale Tire Master

Folder 15: Wienerschnitzel, 1996-1999, 2013

Folder 16: Wilmington Boat Works and Vegetable Oil

Folder 17: Wilmington Bowl (aka Martin’s Billiards and Bowling), 1944-1950

Folder 18: Wilmington Cab Company

Folder 19: Wilmington-Catalina Airline LTD., 1936

Folder 20: Wilmington Electric Company, 1950

Folder 21: Wilmington Garage

Folder 22: Wilmington Hardware, 1964

Folder 23: Wilmington Health Center

Folder 24: Wilmington Hotel, 1989

Folder 25: Wilmington Iron Works

Folder 26: Wilmington Light and Power Company, 1912

Folder 27: Wilmington Liquid Bulk Terminals, 1993

Folder 28: Wilmington Marine Service, 1990

Folder 29: Wilmington Plaza Shopping Center, 1960

Folder 30: Wilmington Realty Company

Folder 31: Wilmington Recovery Center, 1998

Folder 32: Wilmington Transfer and Storage Co.

Folder 33: Wilmington Transportation Company, 1923, 1975, 1981, 1994

Folder 34: Wilmington Wholesale Liquor

Folder 35: Wilson Ambulance Service, 1995

Folder 36: Yacht Haven, 1947, 1953, 1989
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Box 6
Folder 1: Business Cards, A-Z

Folder 2: Exxon Company, 1987

Folder 3: Juanita’s Foods, 1996

Folder 4: Matson Navigation Company, Inc., 1949

Folder 5: Southern Pacific Railroad, 1924

Folder 6: Tom’s #9 Famous Family Restaurant

Folder 7: Topko North Wilmington, 1996

Folder 8: Ultramar, 1993

Folder 9: United Checker Cab

Folder 10: Unocal, 1992-1993

Box 7
Item 1: American President Lines, Ashtray

Item 2: Bay Cities Paving, Pen

Item 3: Bill Spellman's United Motors & Brake Service, Clip

Item 4: Biltmore Hotel, Shoehorn

Item 5: Business Cards, A-Z

Item 6: Cabrillo Sheet Metal Works, Mechanical Pencil

Item 7: Carolite, Inc. Plastic Sheet Extruders, Ashtray

Item 8: The Cellar, Ambassador Hotel, Matchbook

Item 9: Chu-Cho's Cafe, Keychain

Item 10: Cove Bowl, Ashtray

Item 11: Crossman Propane Co., Keychain

Item 12: Dave Stamper’s Market, Matchbook
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Item 13: Dessy’s Stationer’s, Card Calendar,1994

Item 14: Dessy’s Stationers, Business Card Holder

Item 15: Don Hotel, Copper Mug

Item 16: Dr. J. M. Soss & Associates, Eyeglass Tissue Booklet

Item 17: Frederick Y. Lee, D.D.S, Mug

Item 18: Frontier Bank, Keychain (3)

Item 19: Gonzalez Restaurant, Matchbook

Item 20: Green Hills Mortuary and Memorial Park, Emergency Phone Tag

Item 21: H.G. McKinney & Co., Outdoor Thermometer

Item 22: Harbor Lights Cocktails, Matchbook (2)

Item 23: Harbor Sandblasting Co., Rubber Stamp

Item 24: J. M. Costello Supply Co., Inc., Pen (2)

Item 25: Johnnie Avian’s Club, Boat Ship, Cafe, Ceramic Bowl

Item 26: Konoike-Pacific, Inc., Wood Trinket Box

Item 27: Korody – Colyer Corporation, Bobblehead

Item 28: Los Angeles Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Corporation, Cigar Box

Item 29: Marineland of the Pacific, Cigarette Lighter

Item 30: Maritime Bank of California, Matchbook (2)

Item 31: Martin Ship Service, Co. Playing Cards (2)

Item 32: Martin’s Auto Parts, Inc., Matchbook

Item 33: Matson Navigation Company, Matchbook, 1964

Item 34: Matson Navigation Company, Matsonia, Mariposa, Lurline, Monterey, Ashtray

Item 35: Matson Navigation Company, S.S. Lurline Ashtray

Item 36: Matson Navigation Company, S.S. Mariposa, S.S. Lurline, S.S. Monterey
Ashtray
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Item 37: Mercury Savings, Pen

Item 38: Rose and Engle Rebuilding Co., Comb Case

Item 39: Rubber Products Co., Comb and Nail File Case

Item 40: S.S. Princess Louise Restaurant, Matchbook

Item 41: Sav-On Drugs, Keychain

Item 42: Seaboard Bank, Letter Opener

Item 43: Seaside Service Station, Notepad (4)

Item 44: Security Pacific Bank, Pen

Item 45: Shamrock Battery Shop, Keychain

Item 46: Shell Wilmington Federal Credit Union, Squeeze Coin Holder

Item 47: Shell, Mr. President Coins

Item 48: South Coast Fisheries, Canned Fish Replica (2)

Item 49: South West Marine, Inc., Drinking Glass (2)

Item 50: Spear’s Store for Men, Table Calendar, 1958

Item 51: State Bank of San Pedro, Coin Purse

Item 52: Taqueria Mi Casita, Matchbook

Item 53: Union 76, Fabric Patch

Item 54: Union Oil Refinery, Framed Photograph, 1943

Item 55: Unocal 76, Pencil

Item 56: Western Auto, Plastic Token

Item 57: Wilmington Funeral Home, Pen

Item 58: Wilmington Garage, Auto Hat Holder (2)

Item 59: Wilmington Transportation Co., Pen

Item 60: Wm. B. Oakes, Plumber, Calendar Holder
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Item 61: Zero Ice Co., Inc., Ice Pick

Box 8
Item 1: Coast Fisheries, Wood Floor Plank

Item 2: Del Mar, Van's Shade & Linoleum, 12-Inch Ruler (2)

Item 3: Farmers Insurance Group, 12-Inch Ruler

Item 4: Gillette Valet Service System, Clothes Hanger

Item 5: The Globe Cleaners & Dyers, Clothes Hanger

Item 6: Harbor Division, Inc., 12-Inch Ruler (2)

Item 7: L. B. McConnell, Advertising Specialties, 12-Inch Ruler

Item 8: Quality Cleaners and Dyers, Clothes Hanger

Item 9: Rite-Way Cleaners-Dryers, Clothes Hanger (3)

Item 10: Seko Bros. Market, 12-Inch Ruler

Item 11: Sport Togs, 12-Inch Ruler

Item 12: Wardrobe Cleaners & Hatters, Clothes Hanger

Item 13: Wilmington Harbor Motor Co., License Plate Holder (2)

Box 9
Item 1: George R. Bergman,M. D., Arthur Lepon, M. D., Wood Sign

Item 2: Shell Oil Texaco Way, Metal Sign

Item 3: Sullivan, Steel Sign

Item 4: Wilmington Funeral Home, Vinyl Folio

Box 10
Item 1: Beebe Glass Shop, Yard Stick

Item 2: Community Furniture Company, 48-Inch Ruler

Item 3: McNerney’s Colonial Mortuary Yard Stick

Box 11
Item 1: Shell Oil, History of Los Angeles Refinery, Shell Transition Celebration
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Item 2: Unocal 76, Los Angeles Refinery in the Community, February 1996

Map Case 6
Flat File 1: Bekins Van and Storage, 1943

Flat File 2: Coast Fisheries

Flat File 3: Don Kott Motor Company, ca. 1931-ca. 1932

Flat File 4: Harbor Belt Line Railroad, 1935, 1977

Flat File 5: Harbor Furniture, 1990

Flat File 6: Juanita’s Foods

Flat File 7: Marine Sales, Inc.

Flat File 8: Matson Navigation Company, Inc., 1951

Flat File 9: Maya Family Restaurant

Flat File 10: McCormick line Steamers, ca. 1918

Flat File 11: Mon’s Coffee Shop, Cocktail Lounge, Dining Room, ca. 1942-ca 1945

Flat File 12: Newer’s Office Supplies, 1991

Flat File 13: Texaco

Flat File 14: Union Oil, 1918, 1920, 1931

Flat File 15: Unocal 76, 1991

Flat File 16: Vector Aeromotor, 1990

Flat File 17: Wilmington Bowl, 1965

Flat File 18: Wilmington Development Company, ca. 1884-ca. 1899

[end of box list]
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